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Submission of the manuscripts implies that they have not been published before
nor are currently submitted for publication in any other journals, which should
be declared in cover letter by authors. The manuscripts must be submitted
in electronic version to the Editorial e-mail address: silvabalcanica@abv.bg.
The full versions should be sent not later than the end of February to Prof.
Ekaterina Filcheva, filcheva@itp.bg, efilcheva@abv.bg and Prof. Maia
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Language
Manuscripts should be written in clear and grammatically correct English.
British English spelling and terminology must be used. If English is not your
native language we strongly recommend the text of your paper to be checked by
a native speaker or a professional science editor before submission.
Types of Manuscripts
Silva Balcanica publishes four categories of papers and the authors must
indicate the category of their submission in the cover letter:
• Regular papers must be based on results of original research. They will
normally have a maximum length of 8 pages including tables, illustrations and
references (on separate sheets).
• Research notes and short communications should be concise, focused on new
results and data. They will be no longer than 3 pages, including the tables and
figures.
General presentation of the manuscripts
The manuscripts should be double-spaced (1800 characters per page), without
section breaks, on A4 (210 x 297 mm) paper size, with margins of at least 2.5
cm at the top, bottom and sides. Lines should be numbered in the margins with a
continuous numbering from the start of the manuscript. All pages should
be numbered consecutively in the bottom, right-hand corner.
The manuscript should be arranged as follows:

Title Page
The title page should include:
• Full and short (running head) titles of the manuscript. The full manuscript
title must be limited up to 20 words, and the short title – up to 7 words in small
capitals;
• The name(s) of the author(s) in small capitals;
• The affiliate institutions(s) and address(es) of the author(s);
• The e-mail address, telephone and fax numbers of the corresponding author.
Abstract
Please provide an abstract up to 1500 characters that includes a clear statement
of the research objectives, a short overview of the methods used, the most
important results and a conclusion. Avoid references and abbreviations.
Key words
Please provide 4 to 6 key words, which can be used for indexing purposes.
Avoid overlaps with the title.
Order of sections
The standard order of sections should be: Introduction, Material and Methods,
Results, Discussion (or Results and Discussion), Conclusions (optional),
Acknowledgements, and References.
The content of the manuscript should be structured in accordance with the
following criteria
1. Introduction. It should present a general framework of the topic in justifying
why the authors have performed the study. State-of- art on the research topic has
to be presented briefly to derive the novelty of the study and to show its relation
to the preceding works. A distinct paragraph at the end of this chapter should
state the objectives of the work.
2. Materials and methods. This chapter should present detailed information of
the place of research, as well as of data collection and analyses. Sufficient detail
should be provided to allow the work to be reproduced. Methods already
published should not be described in text but rather indicated by a reference.

3. Results. It is recommended that results of the research are presented in a clear
and concise manner. Information in charts, tables, photos or graphics should not
be repeated in the text. This chapter should not contain a comparative
assessment with similar papers or information on data analyses procedures.
4. Discussion. This chapter is to make a comparative analysis between the
results of the current research and those already published. This should not
reiterate the results of the work but rather explore their significance. Published
literature which is relevant to results and aim of the current study should only be
cited.
5. Conclusion. This chapter or subsection of the discussion chapter should be
concise and derived from the results of the research and the discussion
presented. General statements are not allowed.
Scientific style
Please always use internationally accepted signs and symbols for units, SI units.
Genus and species names should be in italics.
Text Formatting
• Use a normal, plain font (e.g. 12-point Times New Roman) for text.
• Use italics for emphasis.
• Use the automatic page numbering function to number the pages.
• Do not use field functions.
• Use the equation editor for equations.
• Save your file in RTF (Rich Text Format).
• Headings. Please use no more than three levels of displayed headings.
• Abbreviations should be defined at first mention and used consistently
thereafter.
• Footnotes can be used to give additional information. Footnotes to the text are
numbered consecutively; those to tables should be indicated by superscript
lower-case letters (or asterisks for significance values and other statistical data).

Footnotes to the title or the authors of the article are not given reference
symbols.
• Acknowledgments (10-point plain font) of people, grants, funds, etc. should
be placed in a separate section before the reference list. The names of funding
organizations should be written in full.
Tables
The tables should always be cited in text in consecutive numerical order and
must be numbered using Arabic numerals. They should be typed on separate
sheets and enclosed after the bibliography. Each table must be as simple as
possible, double-spaced, of size no bigger than 12 x 18 cm. Landscape
tables must be sent in separate MS Word (doc) file. For each table, please supply
a table caption (title) describing its content. Footnotes to tables should be
indicated by superscript lower-case letters or asterisks and included beneath the
table body.
Illustrations
All illustrations, including charts and photos, must be labelled as Figures. They
must be numbered consecutively and should be provided with an explanatory
legend on a separate sheet entitled 'Figure captions'. They should conform to the
size of the typed area (12 x 18 cm) which is the maximum size for the
illustrations. Magnification should be shown by scale bars. Files in XLS, TIF,
JPG and WMF formats are accepted. After the paper is accepted the editors will
ask for figures in JPG or TIF format with 300 Dpi. Colour illustrations are
accepted without fees for electronic publications. The editors reserve the right to
decide what figures are justified and can be published in RGB colour (other
figures will be removed or published in black and white).
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